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Loro Piana Superyacht Regatta

Fickle winds did nothing to dampen the spirit of the 28 superyacht owners and
their crews at this year's Lom Fiana Superyacht Regatta in Porto Cervo.
TEXT BY AMANDA McCRACKEM | TIM THOMAS [ ANDY RICE PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUPERYACHT MEDIA | MARK SIMS

TS5 ONE OF LIFE'S IDIOSYNCRASIES vou jusl can’t plan
far: wealher! Despite winds gusling o 37 Enals ane day
and [rustratingly hitting only live o seven knols another,
for the Meel of 28 supervachls with their owners, guests,
amd crew attending the Loro Piana Superyachl Regalta in Porlo
Cerva—hestes] by the magnificen! Yachl Club Casta Smeralda—
Lheer el wiill s2ill go dovwn 2% one of the mest speclacular sightls
ever sapn on the waler
The plan called for lour days of racing June 8™ 1o 12", bul the
weather gods decided dilferently, although nat before allowing
Far onee day of superb conditions and a cracking course arownl
the neighboring islands and oulcraps.
Il was in Bamb Alley that the Tun really stared—35, 36, 37
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ks of bresze hil the Neel with wneelenting foroe I ook some
basals ol of theircamlor zone, and also led 10.an injury on Sqalp-
erion, whase crew handled a serioes situation exceptionally well.
Thirow in some discontent with the rating system, shredded <pin-
nakers, and gear Tailure, amd you have a typical regalla,

The last day the unbelisvable happened. The croising class
had bean watching the race boys fight it oul on a paralle] leg
while YK, Hamillon I, and While Lie—which seemesd 1o be jat
propelled—Iried to calch the leading vachl, Saudede. Onboard
Dark Shadow, we walched a dieel between the we Southern
Winds Farewell and Farandwide. The bresze picked up to 15
knols, bul what happened nesl was simply surreal. T had just
hal & comment from a very enthusiastic race follower anboand
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wh 2afd the winner would be a foregone condlusion. "TtS not
over Ll its over,” 1 commented, knowing full well how things
can go awry And sure enowgh, a5 iTon cue, the leaders of the
fleet came toa grinding halt, as if they had hitan invisible sall
The zaa breeze and the gradient wind were BEhting a batfe A
rnster af a hole had appeared, and that was it

The finish line was right there, nestled in the middle of the
transition Zone, bul nobody could get to it Wind was every-
wihere on the course excepl ab the Mnish! Seon everyonea caught
up, and 2 supergachis sab upwind and downswind of the line,
with everyone scratching their heads, Unbelbevaldy, Gilss then
powered thraugh the bettorm hall of the feet, prowdly Oving a
filled spinnakern, but then as fast as she passed, she oo stopped,
along with three other yachis T played well Tor Garesfo, Scor-
pigne del Mari, and Jazz [r, who had carried the remaining
breaze with them feom Che fnal fan, but the simall area argudd
the finish now resembled a suparvechi goldfish bowl. Mo one
could move, and boals pointed like arrows in all directions. On
Dork Shodow, we spotled a pofT of wind Trom the land amd
guickly hoisbed aur kKite Tt lled Tar o nanosecand, pushing os
further into the Meat before we came (0 anether Mrestrating
halt. Finally, Ramilior I caught a whill of breeze and was
carried over the line—only three painful boat lengths away
fram us.

An owner aonboard Dark Shadaw commentad, "T1 was
thrilling and exciting, nol just for te boals, but lor the racng
teams, [Us the spirit of the event that is so good, where “we' push
the bats oul of their combort 2one. Brilliantly organised, il was
an absolulely fabulous week thal cements this regallas place
al the cenfer of the superyacht circuit”

above The social program is a highlight of this regatta, and as the
Four days of racing and sun sel each evening, the action lumed ffom lecoe recing bo
m'mi;ﬂ;‘:‘; racy Tun with informal boal hops and post-race drinks in the
Piazea Arrurra, cocklails on the YCCS terrace, and dancing on

Bl Che Be=ach al the Holel Romazsino

Changing wind condi- . - -
tions kept the boats and Hatel Romazzing hasted a magnifiosnt party. The addition of

the crew in suspense. & chilled-out mojilo bar an the beach anly served (o fuel the
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achion on he wabterside dance Moor. & more Tormal owners'
dinner on the Yacht Club terrace delivared fine food and
fimer company against the spectacular backdrop of Porta
Coervas harbar amd the 28 racing superyachis lining the quay

The crews were not lall out—Sardinia Yacht Service's
Renalo Azara gob his antire hame village fo furn oul and
celebirate far a real festa, which attracted as many owWwners
and guests as craw.

Anler another successiul regatta in collaboration with
Baal International Media and the Yachl Clab Costa Srver-
alda, luxury brand Lom Plana [ntends 0 continde its Litls
sponsarship of The Loma Plana Superyachi Regalta in 2011,
Juna 7-11. Fitzray Yachts will akso be continwing its support
ol the event as a gold sponsar.
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STOP THE PRE

A Ride on Highland Fling

“The journalist doesn'L have any shaes?™ I'm nol sure if 1'm meant Lo hear it,
bt | da, and the combination of incredulity and disdain in pro navigator MatL

Wachowsiz's vaite i3 unmistakable Immediately, | realize the stepsdity af
going rading an Mighland Fidng with no foot pratection. It been 10 years since
I"vee sailed on a Wally. Clearly "ve been sucked in by the Wally imasge of baauti
ful people in shorts and bikinis, sailing barefool. Good for the glossy brochure,

- . not goad for gaing racing with some hardened America’s Cup and Valvoe Ocean
-1 W

Race veterans. Bul we've alresdy put owl o d&8 and weire throwing the boat
thraugh & few tacks and gybes in the pre=start. Wachowicz raced with the
i Spanith team in the last “proper” America™s Cup in 2007 He is ane of many

T " :\ w hired guns an Highland Fiing from the Cup—along with Andy Hemmings, Chris
& t—. . _,1. ;‘ Mason, George Skwodas, Geordie Shaver, and the saftly spoken hard man of
= 5 f.ﬂ?‘ n the Volva Dcean Race, Neal MacDonald, calling tactics. With owner Irvine Laid
S ' 1 law out due bo & broken leg, Mr. Wally himself, Luca Bassani, is driving. | can’t
"r' - 3 - expect much sympathy for a stubbed toe Tram this lot.

) “ hﬂ_ The day is quintessential Parto Cervoe—I18 to 20 knals—a perfect apporiu
nity far Highland Fling to show what <he is made af, whach, by the way, is car
bon and not much else. "Naot a proper Wally,” is a muttering in the marina, and

e going below, you can see what “they™ might be moaning abowt. “Stripped aut™
My Sang, owned by Pier- barely does justice to the yawning, cavernous, dark interior—a picture I'm
Ludgl Laro Plana, raced undikely to see in the next Wally brochure.
wn;‘i:% f::ﬁ":liﬂ?f"r:'_ The real huocury, hawever, is the thrill of tearing past our rivals on the long
coaster ride through run down to the Menacd lighthouse. While upwind speed armong the Wallys is
Bembs Alley, much af & muchness, na one can hold a candle ba Highland Fling of T the
e breere—22 Enots’ bostdpead in 22 knold alf wind. Perfarmance-wide, she has
The Fhilippe Briand- mare in cammon with 2 Volvo manster than hér disterd in the Wally Mlest “Not
ned Homitnam [ & proper Wally" Mot yet. In 2010, she meay be the black sheep of the family. But
racing in the Cruisirg ¥ - A i
Division. that's unlikely to last for long, becauss I've s=en the futwre, and it warks,
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